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THE ADMINISTRATION

“The Budget for Fiscal Year 2004 will continue to support the recapitalization of the U.S. Coast Guard’s aging fleet, as well as targeted improvements in the areas of maritime domain awareness, command and control systems, and shoreside facilities.”

· Excerpt from the President’s National Strategy for Homeland Security, July 2002

"The Coast Guard does an incredible job for America, by the way. One of their most important functions is to protect our borders. If the defense of our homeland is the number one priority, then the Coast Guard ought to be a part of that priority, since they can do a good job of preventing things from coming into our country that we don't want to come in." 

· President George W. Bush, Remarks at the President's Dinner -19 June 2002 

“I hold in high esteem the United States Coast Guard. We’ve got a plan to beef up the Coast Guard, to modernize her ships, to make sure the Coast Guard is available around all the coasts of the country to protect the homeland.”

· President George W. Bush, Remarks at the President's Dinner -19 June 2002 

“We must make sure that our Coast Guard has got a modern fleet of vessels. We must make sure that port security is as strong as possible. We must make sure there's additional operating money available for the extended missions of the Coast Guard.” 

· President George W. Bush, Chamber of Commerce, Charlotte, North Carolina - February 27, 2002

“We have a plan to beef up the Coast Guard, to modernize her ships, to make sure the Coast Guard is available around all the coasts of the country to protect the homeland.”

· President George W. Bush, February 27, 2002

"The [Integrated] Deepwater [System] fleet program is a very interesting program... I mean, the Coast Guard has 95,000 miles of coastline and navigable waterways that they are to oversee. One of the acquisitions will be the deployment of some technology that you've read about in the newspapers that we use on the battlefield. And that is the deployment of unmanned aerial vehicles…. But it basically extends the eyes of the Coast Guard along our waterways and along our coasts. They'll be able to detect illegal traffic -- legal or illegal traffic, and they'll be able to respond to it. It really expands their presence, their [maritime] domain awareness, much further than they're physically capable of doing now.”

· Secretary Tom Ridge, DHS, 3 March 2003, presented a speech to the National Association of Counties. 

"The Coast Guard does an incredible job for America, by the way. One of their most important functions is to protect our borders. If the defense of our homeland is the number one priority, then the Coast Guard ought to be a part of that priority, since they can do a good job of preventing things from coming into our country that we don't want to come in." 

· President George W. Bush, Remarks at the President's Dinner -19 June 2002 

“When it comes to securing our homeland, and helping people along the coast, the Coast Guard has got a vital and significant mission… We must make sure that our Coast Guard has got a modern fleet of vessels.  We must make sure that port security is as strong as possible.”

· President George W. Bush

Every day since the September 11th terrorist attacks, the Coast Guard pushes our maritime borders farther from shore.

· Secretary Tom Ridge, At his confirmation hearings to be Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, January 27, 2003

“Our men and women in uniform deserve the best weapons, the best equipment, the best training…”



        

· President George W. Bush, State of the Union Address, January 2002

“The new department will be commissioned and tasked…to synthesize and analyze homeland security intelligence from multiple sources, so we can separate fact from fiction and identify trends that help us deter and catch terrorists.”

· Secretary Tom Ridge, while Homeland Security Director, June 2002

THE COMMANDANT

"...the Coast Guard is well positioned to respond to the Nation's future maritime homeland security and safety needs. The Integrated Deepwater System project will re-capitalize the Coast Guard`s aging cutters, aircraft, and offshore Command and Control network to help push out the U.S. borders and increase our Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). It is a flexible program, able to meet emerging requirements for maritime security."

· Admiral Thomas H. Collins, 12 February 2003, Testifying before the U.S. Coast Guard Subcommittee On Oceans, Atmosphere, and Fisheries Committee On Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation

"The Coast Guard is growing in capacity and capability. We must be able to balance the rigors of homeland security with the demands of these other missions. We can and we will."

· Adm. Thomas H. Collins, Testimony before the Subcomittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, and Fisheries, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, U.S. Senate, February 12, 2003.

“The Integrated Deepwater System is central to this transformation.  It will change the way we conduct our missions.  It will markedly improve performance in our missions.  The Deepwater Program is key to ensuring the Coast Guard can continue to fulfill its missions of safeguarding sovereignty, security and safety in our homeland waters.”

· Admiral Thomas H. Collins, February 7, 2003, At the Ceremonial Decommissioning of the USCGC MATAGORDA

"As the leader in Maritime Homeland Security, the Coast Guard must have the most capable ships, aircraft and command and control technology available to protect our nation and carry out our many missions…By undertaking Deepwater, we are embracing a culture of innovation, technology, and effective management practices, while strengthening our stewardship of the public trust…Deepwater is the centerpiece of our strategy for maritime homeland security." 

· Admiral Thomas H. Collins, 30 July 2002, in a speech to the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), which focused on "The Maritime Security Challenge"

“With this award, we are delivering 21st Century capability to face America’s 21st Century challenges; providing our personnel, who defend America on the seas with assets and technology to perform our essential missions; delivering on our commitment to our heritage; delivering on our duty to America; and providing a successful future for our Service and the Nation.”

· Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, June 25, 2002

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTING OFFICE

“We have been reviewing the planning effort for the Deepwater Project for a number of years, and the agency’s management during the planning phase was among the best of the federal agencies we have evaluated, providing a solid foundation for the project…we believe the Coast Guard is in a good position to manage this acquisition effectively.”

· JayEtta Z. Hecker, Director, Physical Infrastructure, GAO, Testimony before the Subcomittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, and Fisheries, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, U.S. Senate, February 12, 2003.

OPERATIONS AND FUNDING

“The impact [of reduced funding] will be quite serious. The Coast Guard is already operating the oldest fleet in the world. Its aircraft and communications systems are antiquated. Without adequate funding, it will not be equipped for the future.”

· Loren B. Thompson, The Lexington Institute, as quoted in Government Executive, February 4, 2003.

 "The fact is, we have underfunded this critically important program in each of its first two years. These Deepwater assets constitute our first line of defense at sea and we need these technologically modern assets today, not 20 or 30 years down the line."


-  Senator Olympia Snowe (R-ME), March 12, 2003.  Chairman Subcommittee on Fisheries, Environment and the Coast Guard, Senate Committee on Commerce Science and Transportation

“The only thing that's very frustrating is that it's a program that is very long,” Coast Guard Commandant Adm. Thomas Collins said at a Feb. 3, 2003 Department of Homeland Security budget briefing. The Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation oceans, atmosphere and fisheries subcommittee, led by Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME).

No matter how the proposed acceleration pans out, “my job is to execute what I have,” [RADM Patrick] Stillman said, noting the flexibility of the program to absorb plus-ups in some years and operate on less funding in others.”


Inside the Pentagon, February 27, 2003, Jeremy Feiler reporting

“The Coast Guard was there when we called, and we need to ensure that they have the assets to meet these new challenges.  I want to ensure that the world’s best Coast Guard is the world’s best equipped Coast Guard.”

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, February 14, 2002, Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee Hearing

